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INSURANCE SERVICES OFFICE, INC.

111 North Canal Street, Suite 950

Chicago, Illinois 60606

FIRE DEPARTMENT WATER SUPPLY

(HAULED WATER)

FIELD VERIFICATION PROCEDURES

SAFETY CONSIDERATIONS:
Safety in all field verification operations is of paramount importance, particularly as pertains to the operation of heavy fire apparatus and water supply vehicles.  Should any unsafe act or condition be observed during the verification tests, a warning will be issued.  Should a second unsafe act or condition be observed, the field survey will be immediately discontinued, and another field survey will not be scheduled for at least six months.

It is recommended that one member of the fire department, preferably an officer, be designated as safety officer, and that said person have as his or her sole responsibility the maintenance of safe conditions throughout the duration of the field verification tests .
Personnel:
Total personnel participating in the field verification tests, in addition to the chief officer and, if applicable, a safety officer, shall not exceed the average reported response of creditable firefighters to structure fires for the jurisdiction being graded, plus one driver for each automatic aid tanker credited.  From said total shall be deducted for water supply personnel the following: a water supply officer, any designated fire site water supply aides, designated supply point personnel, and one driver for each tanker credited.  Only those permitted personnel remaining after deduction of water supply personnel shall be considered as available firefighters for the field verification tests and for credit in the grading.
Fire site pumper setup time verification test:
Fire site pumper and crew stage 200 feet from the designated setup point.  Upon signal, the pumper advances to the setup point and is set, the driver/operator establishes pump prime from the apparatus booster tank while one 2 ½” attack line (150 feet minimum) is advanced toward an imaginary fire, and water is discharged until a signal to stop is given.  Attack firefighters should wear full protective clothing, but SCBAs are not required.  Activity is completed when an effective fire stream is established.

Personnel for this activity shall be a driver/operator, two attack firefighters, and the chief officer.

Folding tank setup time verification test:
Apparatus carrying folding tank stages 200 feet from designated setup point.  Upon signal, apparatus advances to setup point, the tank is unloaded, the crew sets it up, and hard suction is installed from the fire site pumper to the tank.  Activity is completed when the hard suction is in place and the setup crew signals that the tank is ready to accept water.

In the event that multiple folding tanks are used, each tank setup is timed separately; however, hard suction is required only for the tank(s) from which the fire site pumper(s) will draft.  The installation of any transfer device(s) will be included in the setup time for the tank from which the transfer device(s) will transfer water.

Personnel for this activity shall be the water supply officer, any designated fire site water supply aides, available firefighters not assigned to the fire site pumper setup time verification test, and the chief officer.  Tanker drivers shall remain in their vehicles.

Tanker dump time verification test:
Tankers, with their tanks full, stage 200 feet from the designated dump site.  Upon signal, each tanker advances to the dump site, maneuvers into position, dumps its entire effective load as quickly as possible, and then advances to a designated point 200 feet beyond the dump site.  Should folding tanks be unable to accept the entire tanker load, the water may be dumped on the ground if it is safe to do so.  Activity is completed when the tanker reaches the designated finish line.

In the event multiple tankers are used, each tanker is timed separately.

Personnel for this activity shall be tanker drivers, the water supply officer, any designated water supply aides, and the chief officer.  Tanker drivers shall remain in their vehicles.

Folding tank useable capacity verification test:
From an adequate water level, each folding tank is drawn down by either pump suction or siphon suction, as applicable, to the point where suction fails.  

Supply point setup time verification test (wet hydrant):
Supply point apparatus and crew stage 200 feet from the fill site hydrant.  Upon signal, they advance to the hydrant, make necessary hose lay(s) and/or connection(s), set up any necessary fill site apparatus, equipment, or provisions, obtain pump prime (if applicable), and extend fill line(s).  Activity is completed when crew is ready to fill tankers as evidenced by discharge from fill line(s).

Personnel for this activity shall be determined by the fire department, but such personnel shall not participate in any other field verification test activity except tanker fill time verification.

Supply point setup time verification test (suction point):
Supply point apparatus and crew stage 200 feet from the fill site.  Upon signal, they advance to the fill site, make necessary hose lay(s) and/or connection(s), set up any necessary fill site apparatus, equipment, or provisions, obtain pump prime (if applicable), and extend fill line(s).  Activity is completed when crew is ready to fill tankers as evidenced by discharge from fill line(s).

Personnel for this activity shall be determined by the fire department, but such personnel shall not participate in any other field verification test activity except tanker fill time verification.

Tanker fill time verification test:
Tankers, with their tanks effectively empty, stage 200 feet from the designated fill site.  Upon signal, the tanker advances to the fill site, maneuvers into position, is completely filled by the fill site crew, and then advances to a designated point 200 feet beyond the fill site.  Activity is completed when the tanker reaches the designated finish line.

In the event multiple tankers are used, each tanker is timed separately.

Personnel for this activity shall be the same as specified for supply point setup, plus the driver of each tanker.  Tanker drivers shall remain in their vehicles.

Note:  In all instances where it is indicated that apparatus shall stage 200 feet from a designated site, the fire department may, at its discretion, use a “running start”.  When such a running start is used, the apparatus may start from a point more than 200 feet from the designated site and the test will be timed from when the apparatus crosses the 200 foot starting line.
